
                                                      D.N.R. Report 

 

Over the course of the past few years attending the 4 D.N.R. committees I serve on 

representing the Wisconsin Bowhunters Association I have come to understand more 

about how the management of wild turkeys, and elk is done. In the past I had already 

been quite extensively involved in the management of whitetail deer and black bears, so I 

knew what was involved in the management of those two species. 

 

Turkey’s, What a success story for the Wisconsin D.N.R., and the Wisconsin Wild 

Turkey Federation.  In the early 1980’s the D.N.R. traded turkeys for grouse with the 

state of Missouri. Hunting of these birds started in the mid 80’s in small area in the 

southwestern portion of the state. Turkeys were then trapped and moved to other portions 

of the state where it was thought that turkeys would survive, and propagate so they could 

eventually be hunted there also.  Hunting opportunities were continually expanded until 

turkey hunting was done throughout most of the southern 2/3rds of the state. In the 

northern 1/3rd of the state efforts to establish turkeys was mainly initiated, and financially 

supported by local sports clubs, and the W.W. T.F. By the late 90’s and early 2000’s 

there were huntable turkey populations in this area of the state also. Wow! In less than 30 

years we were able to hunt a species throughout the state. That’s success. The  

turkeys in the north definitely have a bigger chance of being subjected to harsh winters, 

but they seem to be able to rebound enough after a year or two so we do have a chance to 

hunt a few birds.  

 

Where exactly am I going with this prelude to my article I am not sure. I do know that we 

enjoy a great opportunity each spring and fall that we didn’t have in the past. Each time 

the D.N.R. takes a survey on how hunters would rate their satisfaction, or how they 

approve of the spring turkey season, it always comes back with around a 90% satisfaction 

rating. That’s good in any poll taken. Each year through the W.C.C. spring hearings, or 

some political person comes up with an idea that fits what that particular individual wants 

or thinks we want. The 6 one week seasons, the length of hours we can hunt, and the 

timings of the hunts have been appreciated by all who hunt turkeys. A few proposals that 

have been proposed are a 6 week continuous season, letting unsuccessful hunters from 

the first 4 seasons be able to hunt during the 5th and 6th seasons, have no applications, 

which means, just have the ability to buy permits over the counter. I hope that the 

concerned hunters of the state continue to support what they are happy and content with. 

Every year the turkey committee has to contend with where the turkey stamp monies 

should be allocated. Many clubs, private individuals, and the D.N.R. fill out applications 

and compete for these funds. The committee must decide which projects will best benefit 

the wild turkey. There is a proposal for the D.N.R. to make all the decisions on who get 

these monies instead of the turkey committee which has other interested parties 

represented on it to make sure the monies are spent on good projects. I’m not saying I 

don’t trust D.N.R. personnel, that they won’t approve good projects, but some people on 

the committee including myself want to be able to make sure that there are no projects 

that aren’t approved because they are not supported by the D.N.R. 

 



In early November the turkey committee met and discussed the 2016 final harvest 

figures, and success rates. The committee then finalized and approved the 2017 harvest 

quotas and permits for the spring turkey seasons. The quotas for each time zone and 

turkey management zone did not change from the 2016 season quotas and permit levels. 

 

Bears. Now there is an enjoyable critter to hunt, great to watch, and is being applied for 

with a chance to hunt by over 100,000 hunters each year. At a recent D.N.R. bear 

committee meeting we discussed the 2016 harvest figures, success rates, damage 

complaints, and how many bear were shot under the damage complaint program. The 

committee after much discussion did come up with quotas and permit level 

recommendations for the 2017 bear hunt. I cannot report the exact numbers for quotas 

and permit levels, but I can report to you that all zones will have a few more permits 

available in 2017. Bear management zone A will receive quite a few more permits than 

last year. These quota and permit recommendations must be approved by the D.N.R. 

policy team, and the N.R.B. before they are official. 

 

The next year and one half will be a busy one for me and all the bear committee members 

that want to be involved in formulating a new bear management plan. There has not been 

an approved bear management plan written since the mid 80’s. 

 

The D.N.R. according to many are just feeding wolves when they begin to talk about elk 

in Wisconsin, whether it be in the newly formed elk herd in the Black River Falls area or 

in northern Wisconsin near Clam Lake. It seems no matter where elk are put in 

Wisconsin there are wolves preying on them. That is nature, but how much money must 

we put into the reintroduction of elk in Wisconsin so that maybe sometime in the future, a 

very few may be able to hunt them. These are some of the comments I get continuously 

when talking about elk. I don’t know what the real answer is, but it sure is nice to see an 

elk, hear one bugle, or think about the chance to be able to hunt elk in our own state. In 

2017 the D.N.R. will again trap elk in Kentucky, the elk in 2017 will be transplanted in 

northern Wisconsin to hopefully boost this herd and also add some new genetics to that 

herd. The elk in the north are healthy, exact numbers of how many elk are not available 

anymore since now that all the cows are not collared, there is not exact numbers of calves 

being born each year.  

 

At this time there have not been any deer meetings because the muzzle loader season is 

still in progress, there is the 4 day state wide antlerless hunt, the holiday hunt in southern 

Wisconsin, and the final days of the late archery season need to finish when I am writing 

this article. I am sure there will be plenty of meetings coming up dealing with deer yet. 

Remember to attend the CDAC meetings to make sure bow hunters are represented at 

these meetings.       

 

        


